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Synopsis

Political Science Research Methods set the standard for being relevant, comprehensive, and ever
mindful of its student audience. With the seventh edition, the authors further refine their popular text
to be more welcoming and more intuitive than ever an ideal gateway to understanding not just the
"how" but also the "why" behind research in the discipline. Updates to this new edition include: new
case studies of political science research in chapter 1 from causes of income inequality, to
repression of human rights, to judicial decision making that serve as touchpoints throughout the
book; updated discussion in chapter 2 about the empirical approach to political science; a heavily
revamped chapter 3 with clearer guidance on how to develop research questions along with steps
for doing a literature review more appropriately placed earlier in the text; new extended case study
on polling and the health care debate in chapter 7 on sampling; greater explanation of how to do
content analysis in chapter 9 on document analysis; separate chapters for descriptive and inferential
statistics step out instruction and increase accessibility; and a brand new annotated research article
in chapter 15. Bolded key terms, a glossary, and explanatory charts, figures, and tables help aid
students learning. "Helpful hint" boxes give students nuts-and-bolts reminders they can refer to

when conducting their own research.
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Customer Reviews

"The book is very clearly written and comprehensive and does a fine job in covering most of the

essential criteria of a certain type of empirical political science research." -- Nick Jorgensen *



Current Edition Review--Jorgensen * "What | really like about the book is its simplicity and
straightforward language. Methods is usually a tough subject matter for students to wrap their heads
around. This text | find cogent, clear, and ‘doable’ for students."l truly believe this is one of the best
texts for methods out there-for the range of students we have at my school in terms of ability and
aptitude... Compared to other texts | have examined (and | have examined many), this one is the
best, in my opinion, for my students." -- Gina Woodall * Current Edition Review--Woodall * "Political
Science Research Methods’ primary strengths are the intuitive and example-based discussions of
the necessity of and the execution of research methods. Simply put, it is an easier book through
which to understand the research process in political science, see examples of that research
process in journals, and to begin to comprehend how the research process would be integrated in
the student’s own research program.” -- David Sacko * Current Edition Review--Sacko * The authors
do a great job in including many research topics in the text--it is the book’s major strength. Also it is
very well-organized, which helps students see the logical progression among topics. As the
Instructor, | enjoy how the book’s level of specificity. -- Brandy Faulkner * Current Edition

Review--Faulkner *

Janet Buttolph Johnson is associate professor of political science and international relations at the
University of Delaware, where she specializes in public policy, state and local politics, and
environmental policy and politics.H.T. Reynolds is professor emeritus of political science at the
University of Delaware. He is the author of Governing America with David Volger, The Analysis of

Nominal Data, 2nd Edition, and has published several articles on methodology.

This book was ordered for a college course my daughter was enrolled in. The book is required for
the course and ordering from as opposed to the campus book store saved us a lot of money. My
daughter thought the writing was clear and concise and easy to follow. She was pleasantly
surprised at how easy it was for her to stay interested in the subject matter and not have her mind
wander because she was bored with what she was reading which is often the case with college text

books.

Worst book | have ever experienced for use in a college course. AWFUL. The book is very wordy
and uses way too many examples. It also introduces an overabundance of formulas to learn in the
later chapters. If you have never taken statistics prior to taking this course, you may wish that you

had. Especially if your professor tests heavily on the formulas. They are not explained well enough



with explicit examples to follow to facilitate learning.

| wish | had read intro before | bought it. A bit too shallow. Also somewhat narrow and outdated in

terms of new types of methods.

One of the best and most valuable texts for the new political scholar, Political Science Research
Methods is truly an indispensable resource. Quantitative and qualitative analysis, sampling, survey
methodology, regression analysis, and more are explained clearly with many examples. | got the

eBook, but | wish | had the print version. Navigation can be kind of cumbersome.

Really like this text for its readability. Will be using it next term.

Enjoyed the book generally but some of the text is seemingly unnecessary. Some of the books
emphasis on particular vocabulary is a little silly as these definitions should be known prior to
reading this text. Further, some of the definitions and explanations can be overly confusing and in a
few instances complex. This is to be expected in any textbook though, and overall | think Johnson &

Reynolds have done a nice job.

This item arrived on time and that has made me happy about the speed of delivery. This item was
received in the condition it was described. Awesome! And | like that it was exactly what | was
looking for and that this seller did not screw up my order and that we had no issues whatsoever.

Amazing transaction. Thank you very much! A++++++++ :D

Book arrived with a pretty torn up last page. The page is blank so this isn’'t a huge impediment.
Already has multiple instances of highlighting present. Mostly want to be sure these were

documented details as they’re important relevant to my status as a renter.
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